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Before Aryan scholars yield to despair because the foundations of
Aryan are "wrop in mystery/' a promising field would be to explore
Dravidian or Altaic for the antecedents of Aryan. For instance, there
are three possible explanations for the accepted resemblances of Finnish
to Teutonic. The one usually accepted is that Finnish has borrowed
from Teutonic. But it is also possible that Teutonic has borrowed
some characteristics from Finnish. A third view worth considering
is that border (i.e., primitive) languages like Celtic and Teutonic,
still retain speech characteristics which have been carried over from the
more primitive speech (now preserved as a marginal language zone)
from which the Aryan group as a whole evolved. Adopting this view the
features common to German and Finnish may be an inheritance from
the common mother-tongue of Aryan and Altaic.4

The lesson to be derived from the Zones and Strata technique
is that marginal languages should be compared with each other. This
means that far-distant speeches may be very well worth comparing.
I learn-from correspondence with Professor M. Schlauch of New York
that an Italian philologist, Alfredo Trombetti, arrived at much the same
conclusions several years later than myself. In his Element! di Glotto-
logia5 he advocates attempts to connect one primitive language group
with another, For instance, he shows similarities in the numerals of
the Munda (India) and certain African languages; between pronouns
in Hamitic and Dravidian; between verbs in Dakotan (Amerind) and
Georgian in the Caucasus. The greatest similarities are to be found
between groups most widely separated, "on the periphery of a rough
circle having its centre in India." This is the same thesis I pro-
pounded in 1921; and will be found to agree in many respects with
Fig. 39 herewith.

To repeat, from the Zones and Strata technique we should actually
expect that Basque would resemble some Amerind language (as some
have suggested); that Gaelic would resemble Pharaoh's Hamitic tongue;
and that early Sinitic, early Altaic, and early Dravidian (i.e., marginal
languages) should be studied if we wish to learn something about

*See the article by A. H. Keane on "Ural-Altaic Languages" in Encyclopedia
Britannica, llth ed, 1911.
5Bologna, 1923.